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Jack's four intellectual grandparents were Darwin
Spencer, Marx, and Nietzsche. His working philosophy,
German and English, stemmed directly from these four
great minds of the nineteenth century. In 1899 it took
intestinal fortitude to read these bitterly attacked and
maligned revolutionaries; it also took clarity, intelligence,
and penetration to understand them. Jack had the requisite
courage and the intelligence; his four masters enriched
his life and philosophy. They deepened his healthy scepti-
cism, his love of truth for its own sake, swept away the mental
garbage of the Dark Ages, and gave him a ruthless scientific
method for the pursuit of knowledge. In his turn, Jack was
to dramatise and pass on their teachings.

Priedrich Nietzsche had perhaps the greatest emotional
effect upon Jack because their experiences were more closely
akin. Exposed as he had been to the horrors of spiritualism
during his childhood, just as Nietzsche, as a clergyman's
son, had been exposed to excesses of piousness, Jack revolted
against all manifestations of religion, belief in supernatural
powers, in a life after death, and a God-controlled universe.
"I believe that with my death I am just as much obliterated
as the last mosquito you or I smashed." He believed the
entire Christian religion to be a mass of empty ritual and
incredible fact. He was convinced that religion, any and all
religion, was mankind's greatest enemy because it ansesthet-
ised the brain, doped it with dogma, made men accept
blindly instead of thinking for themselves, kept them from
asserting themselves as masters of the earth upon which they
trod, and hence from bettering their lives. In Nietzsche,
Jack found justification for everything he felt about the
shams, hypocrisy, and falsity of religion, stated with such
brilliance that he was certain Neitzsche had dug a grave for
Christianity.

In Nietzsche too he discovered the theory of the superman
who was bigger and stronger and wiser than all his fellows,
who could conquer all obstacles and rule the slave mass.
Jack found die philosophy of the superman much to his
taste, because he conceived of himself as a superman, able